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Heat Takes Toll As Riders Reach LauraHeat Takes Toll As Riders Reach LauraHeat Takes Toll As Riders Reach Laura    

 The great Dutchman Bart Brentjens today claimed his fifth consecutive Crocodile Trophy stage 
against a backdrop of searing heat, serious crashes and remarkable feats of endurance from com-
petitors who struggled to reach the finish of the 151 kilometre journey from Mount Mulgrave to 
Laura. 

With the mercury hovering above 45 degrees for most of the day, conditions were at the absolute 
extreme of what riders could tolerate on a day when they also had to negotiate stony trails, deep 
ŎƻǊǊǳƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŘ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hǳǘōŀŎƪ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ŀǇŜ ¸ƻǊƪΦ  

At the end of five agonising hours in the saddle, Brentjens 
finally managed to shake race leader Urs Huber, Belgian   
aƛƪŜ aǳƭƪŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ {ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀΩǎ WǳǊŜ wƻōƛŎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦ Lƴ 
the process he gained only a handful of seconds on time bo-
nuses, with opportunities running out to haul in the race 
lead of the Swiss Huber, which stands at 1 minute and 1 sec-
ond. 

  ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇπ
posed to be on the roadbook, pretty rough terrain, rough 
gravel, some loose parts , loose sand and the heat, the heat 
ƪƛƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣέ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛōƭȅ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¦ǊǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
river crossing, he already spent a lot of energy and I was on 
Ƙƛǎ ǿƘŜŜƭΦέ 

.ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ vǳŜŜƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀǳǊŀ 
to Cooktown to possibly launch an attack on the overall race 
leader, who continues to hang on in the toughest of circum-
stances. 

ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƻǘ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ L 
ōƭŜǿ ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊΦέ 

Huber appears to be feeling more confident by the day, knowing the profile over the next two 
stages includes numerous hills, where the Swiss mountain man is most at home. 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ŧƭŀǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǎƻ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƴ ŦƛǾŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣέ IǳōŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά{ƻ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǎƻ L 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ 

Bart Brentjens on the road to Laura 



 

5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ {ǘǊƛƪŜǎ CƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ tǊŜǘŜ 

Stage seven of the Crocodile Trophy turned into a disaster 

ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘǎ 

leader, teenager Josh Prete, crashed heavily at the crossing 

of the Palmer River and snapped his right collarbone. 

Up until that point, the burgeoning Australian talent was 

riding with the race leaders, but his Crocodile Trophy cam-

paign went to hell crossing the very same river which his 

Grandfather once mined for gold. 

άJust going into the Palmer River it was really sandy and dusty 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǳǊ Ǝǳȅǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜΣέ tǊŜǘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

άL ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴǘƻ Ƴȅ Ŏƻƭπ

ƭŀǊōƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ Ƙƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦέ 

Prete was treated on scene by race doctor Alexandra Reimann before being transported to Cook-

town hospital for x-rays. 

He returned to the Crocodile Trophy campsite this evening to view x-rays of the injury with Doctor 

Reimann and fellow competitor Dr Andrew Graham who is also an orthopaedic surgeon. 

The prognosis is that the injured collarbone will require surgery. 

άLΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜΣ  ōǳǘ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΣέ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 

disappointed Prete said. 

 άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΣ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦέ 

½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ²ƛƴǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴǘ 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŀŎŜǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 

stayed intact over the 151 kilometre journey. 

9ŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƳǇ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ 5ǳǘŎƘ ǊŀŎŜ 

leader Monique Zeldenrust outsprinted her rivals Abby McLennan and Lisa Pleyer to maintain her 

absolute stranglehold on the race. 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƻƻΣέ ŀ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ 

Zeldenrust said. 

McLennan, who continues to gather strength, placed second, with Pleyer third. 

 

Josh Prete receives treatment 



 

Iƻǿ Iƻǘ ²ŀǎ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ wŀŎŜΚ 

 ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ 

riders by suprise, given so-far this has been a relatively cool 

Crocodile Trophy. 

Monitoring the conditions on course, Dr Andrew Graham of 

the Jungle Patrol Wilderness Medicine Team provided insight 

into the seriousness of the climate situation. 

 άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪ прΦр ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ /ŜƭǎƛǳǎΣ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ƎŀǳƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ 

ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǘŜƴ ƭƛǘǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣέ 5Ǌ DǊŀƘŀƳ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ Ǝǳȅǎ ƘŀŘ мп ƭƛǘǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ   

άLǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YƻƪƻŘŀ ǘǊŀƛƭΦέ 

{ƘŀǊƳŀƴ tŀǊǊΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŦŜŀǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Iŀπ

waii ironman,  has coped well on the trail, but has learned not to underestimate the race. 

άLΩƳ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ƛǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ŦƭŀǎƘŜǎ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΣέ tŀǊǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

ά¢ƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ   

άLǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ  IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ-placed finisher, Australian Chris Neal, made it to the finish 

ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴ ǘŜƴ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǎŜǘ ƻǾŜǊ [ŀǳǊŀΩǎ ƳȅǘƘƛŎŀƭ vǳƛƴƪŀƴ 

country. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ bŜŀƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǿƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ .ƛƭƭŀōƻƴƎΦέ 

¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǉǳŜŜƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀǳǊŀ ǘƻ /ƻƻƪǘƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŦŦƛπ

cult challenge.  The race will pass through real crocodile country in Lake-

field National Park, before riders battle a stiff headwind into Cooktown. 

The ultimate reward will be finishing atop Grassy Hill, where views over 

the Pacific Ocean await. 

 

Experienced Campaigners Andrew Gra-

ham, Sharman Parr and Greg Parr 

Chris Neal finishes the stage 


