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Brentjens Shows Courage To Win Stage FiveBrentjens Shows Courage To Win Stage FiveBrentjens Shows Courage To Win Stage Five    

Displaying the character that led him to Olympic and World Championships, Dutchman Bart Brent-

ƧŜƴǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƭŜŦǘ Ƙƛǎ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ ŀǿŜ ōȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 

Outback Classic. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ {ƛǊ .ŀǊǘΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƴŀƴ Ƙŀǳƭ ōŀŎƪ ŀ 

deficit of five minutes after suffering an early puncture, that had fellow competitors reaching for 

superlatives. 

{ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ-time Race Across America winner Jure Ro-

ōƛŎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ƛǘ ǳǇ ōŜǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŀ 

better man for having met Bart Brentjens at the Crocodile 

¢ǊƻǇƘȅΦέ 

άIŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣέ wƻōƛŎ ǎŀƛŘΦ    

.ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ hǳǘōŀŎƪ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǿŀǎ 

there for all to see today, when he punctured shortly be-

fore the first checkpoint.   

A split in a tyre sidewall, caused by one of many sharp 

rocks on the course cost the four-time Olympian close to 

five minutes. 

What happened next will become part of Crocodile Trophy 

folklore.  Brentjens stepped on the gas and rode past two 

small pelotons of riders, before catching the front group 

containing race leader Urs Huber. 

άIŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊōƛƪŜΣέ ƭŀŎƻƴƛŎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ LǎŀŀŎ ¢ƻƴŜƭƭƻ ǎŀƛŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ōƭŜǿ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǎŜ 

groups. 

Realising his goal of winning the Trophy was  on the line, Brentjens had no choice but to give his 

all. 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ млл҈ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŜƴŘΦ   

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙƻǿ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅπ

ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƳƛǘΦέ 

Bart Brentjens shows true courage 



   

As in previous years, the 100 kilometre out and back stage to Chillagoe caught most of the protago-
nists by surprise. 

It is a stage that seems relatively easy in the race book, but the obvious dangers are in the fine print.  

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǊƻǳƎƘΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǊƻŀŘΦέ 

Brentjens caught the lead group of Huber, Robic, Belgian Mike Mulkins and Australian Josh Prete 
shortly before the turnaround point. 

From there, he proceeded to do much of the work, driving into a headwind over the final 50 kilome-
tres, with Huber apparently less than eager to help out. 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ L ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴǘΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǊŜπ

vealed of a developing on-course feud. 

ά IŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

ǿƛƴ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅ 

work today. 

 άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻ ȅŜŀƘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΦέ 

Huber finished the stage with a bloodied nose, literally and figu-

ratively.  The Swiss mountain man, for the first time in this race, 

appeared less than comfortable  in the blistering heat and dust of 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ hǳǘōŀŎƪΦ  

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣέ IǳōŜǊ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘπ

sprinted by Brentjens at the finish.   

ά.ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦέ 

The reality of what lies ahead is three consecutive days of long, hard grind. The Chillagoe-Mount 

Mulgrave stage, the Mount Mulgrave Laura stage and the Laura-Cooktown stage are likely to offer 

Huber few opportunities and with his ability to ride in sand, Brentjens, who is now 1 minute and 52 

seconds down on G.C. , holds the aces.   

   Prete Bows Out of G.C. Contention 

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ /ƘƛƭƭŀƎƻŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ WƻǎƘ tǊŜǘŜΣ ǿƘƻΣ 

up until the turnaround point, had been the suprise performer in the 2009 Crocodile Trophy. 

The Tropical Tableland Discovery Team cyclist  ripped a gaping hole in a tyre, and without the 

 

Urs Huber starting to struggle 



 

necessary tools in his kitbag, was left by the side of the road to wonder what might have been on a 

stage that suited his rapidly developing talent.  

Prete worked for close to an hour to repair the problem, but his efforts proved largely futile as he 

drifted down the general classification and limped home in blistering heat with a deficit of close to 

two hours.  

ñI ended up with about six punctures,ò a disillusioned Prete said as he rolled towards the finish. 

ñMaybe now I can try for a stage win, that would be great.ò   

Preteôs Tropical Tableland Discovery team-mate Steve Rankine was the best placed of the Australians 

today, crossing the line in 5th as the lead in the teams classification was handed back to the Coopers 

Dream Team. 

ñL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ŦƛƎƘǘΣέ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇŜ ¸ƻǊƪ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLΩƳ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΦέ 

 Worst Day Ever For Serious Pleyer 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦƛǾŜ ŀǎ άƳȅ ǿƻǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ŜǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜΣέ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ [ƛǎŀ tƭŜȅŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ 

realisation today of what the Crocodile Trophy is really all about. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǊƛŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŜƴŘǳǊŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŘǳŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 

!ōōȅ aŎ[ŜƴƴŀƴΩǎ wŀǘǘƭŜ ϧ IǳƳ ǘŜŀƳ-mates, then battled through 100 kilometres of suffering on an 

unrelenting, stony and blistering hot outback road.  

ά¢ƘŜ ƘƛƭƭǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΣέ tƭŜȅŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άCǊƻƳ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ƴȅ ǇƭŀƴΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǊƛŘŜ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǊŀŎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦǳƴΦέ 

Dutch cyclist Monique Zeldenrust further extended the margin 

over her rivals today and the noted sand galloper is likely to come 

into her own over the next two stages, that are likely to feature 

technical and sandy terrain. 

 άaȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘǳǊǘΣέ ½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ Řƻ ƛǘ 

easier over the next couple of stages. 

¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ мот ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƭƭŀƎƻŜ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘ aǳƭπ

grave is well respected by those who have endured it previously.  It will feature a crossing of the 

aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƭǳǊƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǿŜǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ   

Fortunately for the riders it is the dry season and the crossing is expected to be trouble free.  

Lisa Pleyer Having a bad day 


