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Brentjens Shows Courage To Win Stage Five
Displaying the character that led him to Olympic and World Championships, Dutchman Bart|Brent-
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Outback Classic.
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deficit of five minutes after suffering an early puncture, that had fellow competitors reaching for
superlatives.
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 there for all to see today, when he punctured shortly be
il fore the first checkpoint.
A split in a tyre sidewall, caused by one of many sharp
rocks on the course cost the fotime Olympian close to
five minutes.
< What happened next will become part of Crocodile Troghy
b : folklore. Brentjens stepped on the gas and rode past tyo
3 @ . = small pelotons of riders, before catching the front group
Bart Brenijens shows frue courage  COntaining race leader Urs Huber.
al'S g1a tA1S I Y202NDA1SZ¢e €1 02yA0 ! dzaONIt ALY L
groups.
Realising his goal of winning the Trophy was on the line, Brentjens had no choice but to givg his
all.
aL KF@S Ad mng: G2 32 G2 GKSYZ¢é . NByueSyy al AR |
G, 2dz R2y Qi 1y26 Ay GKIFG aixdda G6Az2y K2¢ Fl i GKSe
GKAY3 YR NARS (2 @2dzNJ f AYAQ®dE

elstra
~ Country Wide



As in previous years, the 100 kilometre out and back stage to Chillagoe caught most of the pfotago-

nists by surprise.

It is a stage that seems relatively easy in the race book, but the obvious dangers are in the firje print.
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Brentjens caught the lead group of Huber, Robic, Belgian Mike Mulkins and Australian Josh R
shortly before the turnaround point.
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From there, he proceeded to do much of the work, driving into a headwind over the final 50 kilome-

tres, with Huber apparently less than eager to help out.
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vealed of a developing ecourse feud.
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Huber finished the stage with a bloodied nose, literally and fig

appeared less than comfortable in the blistering heat and dus
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sprinted by Brentjens at the finish.
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Urs Huber starting to struggle

The reality of what lies ahead is three consecutive days of long, hard grind. The Chilaguate
Mulgrave stage, the Mount Mulgrave Laura stage and the -@o@ktown stage are likely to offer

" ratively. The Swiss mountain man, for the first time in this rade,
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Huber few opportunities and with his ability to ride in sand, Brentjens, who is now 1 minute arjd 52

seconds down on G.C. , holds the aces.
Prete Bows Out of G.C. Contention
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up until the turnaround point, had been the suprise performer in the 2009 Crocodile Trophy.

The Tropical Tableland Discovery Team cyclist ripped a gaping hole in a tyre, and without th
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necessary tools in his kitbag, was left by the side of the road to wonder what might have been on a
stage that suited his rapidly developing talent.

Prete worked for close to an hour to repair the problem, but his efforts proved largely futile as he
drifted down the general classification and limped home in blistering heat with a deficit of close to
two hours.
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iMaybe now I can try for a stage win, that wol

Preteds Tropical T a-indteeStee iRdnkir2 iwas ¢he best plgcedtofethee mustralians
today, crossing the line in 5th as the lead in the teams classification was handed back to the Coopers
Dream Team.
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Worst Day Ever For Serious Pleyer
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realisation today of what the Crocodile Trophy is really all about.
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unrelenting, stony and blistering hot outback road.
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Dutch cyclist Monique Zeldenrust further extended the margin
over her rivals today and the noted sand galloper is likely to come
into her own over the next two stages, that are likely to feature
technical and sandy terrain.
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easier over the next couple of stages.
Lisa Pleyer Having a bad day
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grave is well respected by those who have endured it previously. It will feature a crossing of the
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Fortunately for the riders it is the dry season and the crossing is expected to be trouble free.
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