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Brentjens Wins at Outback ChillagoeBrentjens Wins at Outback ChillagoeBrentjens Wins at Outback Chillagoe    

The great Dutchman Bart Brentjens today recorded his second Crocodile Trophy stage victory after 
outsprinting Swiss marathon specialist Urs Huber to the finish line of a gruelling 157 kilometre Out-
back marathon from Irvinebank to Chillagoe.  

.ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ  ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
Outback classic, after puncturing at the 20 kilometre mark  and riding himself back into the lead 
group. 

In the end pure class shone through as Brentjens and Huber stepped on the gas, leaving in their 
wake the big talking Jure Robic, who had designs on winning the Chillagoe stage for the fourth 
time.    

άLǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƴƎ Řŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
it was really rough, lots of stones on the descent, pretty techni-
ŎŀƭΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ƘŀŘ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘȅǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ L ǘƘƛƴƪ нлƪΣ ǎƻ L ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘȅǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
L ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭƭŀƎƻŜΦέ 

Taking into account time bonuses, Brentjens managed to peg 
back the margin between himself and Huber on the general 
classification to 1 minute and 57 seconds. 

Brentjens will scan the race road book tonight, searching for 
technical sections to attack Huber over coming days, but may 
have to wait until the sandy Mount Mulgrave-Laura  stage in 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƭŜŀŘΦ 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊπ
ŜƴŎŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
άIƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŀŎŜΦέ 

CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ Ŏƻƻƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ /Ƙƛƭπ
lagoe and it suited Huber, the overall race leader, who achieved his major objective.  

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƭƭǎΣ ǎƻ Ƴȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀǊǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǇǊƛƴǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣέ IǳōŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭǎ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘȅǊŜΦ  

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ǎƻ L ǎƭƻǿŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦέ 

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ {ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀƴ WǳǊŜ wƻōƛŎ 

Bart Brentjens wins the stage 



   

was unable to produce the pure power when it mattered most.  When the race ventured onto an 

old disused railway cutting near Mount Garnett, Robic was left with the difficult decision of whether 

ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ WƻǎƘ tǊŜǘŜΦ 

Testament to the bravery of the Slovenian military man, Robic soldiered on alone all the way to the 

finish and even made up time on Brentjens and Huber over the final 57 kilometres of mostly dirt 

road to Chillagoe.   

άLΩƳ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L Ǝƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳōǎΣέ wƻōƛŎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά²ƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ .ŀǊǘ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ IǳōŜǊΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭǎΦέ 

 But the four-time solo winner of the Race Across America is yet to give up on his Crocodile Trophy 
ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘέΣ  

άLǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΣέ wƻōƛŎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

   !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ wŀƴƪƛƴŜ tƭŀƎǳŜŘ ōȅ .ŀŘ [ǳŎƪ 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ 

grinding ability on a parcours that clearly suited his attributes, 

Australian Steve Rankine of the Tropical Tableland Discovery 

Team could only wonder what might have been on a day when 

just about everything that could go wrong, went wrong.  

The 28-year-ƻƭŘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊƛŀǘƘƭŜǘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳπ
ber a day during his career when he had to call upon more men-
tal toughness after suffering three flat tyres and crashing in grand 
fashion with the Crocodile Trophy media team rolling on the ac-
tion. 

Rankine and team leader Josh Prete were with the lead group 
when he suffered the first of three punctures.    

άaȅ ƭŜƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
we were out miles ahead, I was helping my team-mate Josh 
όtǊŜǘŜύΣέ wŀƴƪƛƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Then came the spectacular crash as Rankine lost his front wheel at a dry creek crossing and finished 
up buried in the sand. 

ά.ȅ ŦŀǊΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ŘŜŜǇΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘŦǳƭ ǊŀŎŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜŦƛπ
ƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇΣέ wŀƴƪƛƴŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜǇƛŎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŘŘƭŜΦ 

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ L ŦŜƭƭ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ 
knocked down I got back up. 

άL ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

 

Steve Rankine loses it in the sand 



 

wŀƴƪƛƴŜΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻǳƎƘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜǿŀǊŘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘ 

Discovery Team managed to hold off a resurgent Coopers Dream Team to maintain the lead in the 

ǘŜŀƳǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ    wŀƴƪƛƴŜΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ-mates Josh Prete (6th overall) and Isaac Tonello (10th) have also 

performed well above expectation against the visiting Europeans. 

 Zeldenrust Feeling The Heat, But Still On Top 

Dutch cyclist Monique Zeldenrust admitted today to feeling the 

effects of the blistering outback sun, but it appears to have had 

little impact on what has so far been an unblemished performance 

in the 2009 Crocodile Trophy. 

One of the best credentialed female cyclists to compete in the 

ŜǾŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

lead in the General Classification  and with a buffer of well over 40 

minutes, only needs to avoid illness, major crashes or flat tyres to 

score a race victory. 

άaȅ ŦŜŜǘ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƪƴŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŀȅΣέ 

½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ мрт ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ 

But the Netherlands mountainbiker is cautious about what lies 

ahead. 

ά LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎƻΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜΣέ ½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴΦ 

 !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ [ƛǎŀ tƭŜȅŜǊ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƻƴǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DΦ/Φ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ !ōōȅ aŎ[Ŝƴƴŀƴ  ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀǘǘƭŜ ϧ IǳƳ ǘŜŀƳ ƭƻǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ 

the race leader. 

ñIt was a really tough day today,ò McLennan admitted. 

ñI wasnôt feeling well to begin with and then I crashed, hopefully Iôll feel better tomorrow.ò 

Tomorrow will be the closest the Crocodile Trophy comes to having a rest day, with riders embarking 

on a 100 kilometre out and back rolling stage from Chillagoe.  In previous years this has suited the 

pure time trialists in the field, given the G.C. contenders will most likely take is easy ahead of the 

brutal stage to Mount Mulgrave on Sunday. 

 

 

 

   

 

Monique Zeldenrust surving in the 

outback 



 

 For Further information:  

 John Flynn ï Crocodile Trophy Event Marketing   

 +61 (0)410 665 464  

 +61 (0) 427 638 928 (Telstra Next G -  On Course)  

 Office:  +61 (0)740 370 574  Website:   

 http://  www.crocodile - trophy.com  

 

The Crocodile Trophy is benefiting from funding under the Queensland Events Regional Development Program (QERDP).  The QERDP 
is an investment program designed to extend the flow of economic and social benefits of events to regional Queensland.  

A state -wide initiative, the program is committed to enhancing existing events in regional Queensland, as well as assisting in t he es-
tablishment of new events.  

Since the QERDP began in 2001, more than $12.5 million has been invested in 600 regional events, an indicator of the importan t role 
these events play in their communities and wider Queensland.  
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