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Medical emergencies, raging bushfiresand afudl £ S &SI NOK F2NJ YA &4
dile Trophy has always promised competitors an outback adventure but today, on what was
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Irvinebank was always destined to be eventful, but what unfolded on a stage that was event
ydzZ t AFASR GKS NI OS 2dzZRAOAINEB gAft 0S

oY

0e

‘. Y| N] osKSYy 62YSyQa NI OS S|
Netherland punctured a tyre. It was no routine puncture, w
& the rocky outback trails gouging a sidewall and forcing a

| lengthy repair.

§ Or so she thought.

. tainbiker, Willemjan Hopstaken, who was in trouble. Hop-

s Zures.
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Sharman Parr and Dr Andrew Grahank Y R 62 N] SR FNI yiAOlFtfe 2

The onsite treatment prevented a potentially life threatening situation. Hopstaken was late

Out back Adventur
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" Five kilometres beyond the first incident, an emergency of
s more serious kind was unfolding. Again it was a Dutch modn-

. staken crashed heavily and immediately began suffering se

7 : Doctor Andrew Graham and nurse Sharman Parr (the oldes
Wlllemjan Hopstaken is treated by Woman in the race) abandoned their personal race ambitions
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2 The first major incident of the day occurred at the 15 kilometre
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n the process, Zeldenrust watched her race lead evaporatg ...

far

handed over to the race doctor and transported to hospital for scans after sustaining a sevefe con-

cussion.

A further five kilometres down the trail, the next major drama for the day was already taking
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the General Classification missed a clearly marked farm gate and ventureslio$e, into the in-
hospitable wilderness of the Australian Outback.
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Trophy. World and Olympic Champion Bart Brentjens,-fimue Race Across America winner Jure

Robic and race leader Urs Huber were all present when the group became hopelessly lost.
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filt was really like an adventure, we lost the route, we missed an arrow and after that we lost ¢
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Playing for high stakes, the lead protagonists continued to raver barbed wire fences, through
cow paddocks and up dry gullies, before realising something had gone dreadfully wrong.
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the world - were among the group and eventually guided the riders back towards civilisation.
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Prete said.
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no we go this way. We eventually found a farmhouse.
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Bushfire Forces Race Closure

9 On a day when all hope could have been lost for the
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i With a search underway at one end of the course, thifty

kilometres away another drama was just beginning a

race route near Dimbulah.

A bushfire blackens the Croc Trophy race route _ ] ) )
Police and rural fire service volunteers exercised eme

bushfire whipped up by strong winds raced across the
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gency powers and intervened to shut down the race, effectively bringing stage three to a premature

end.

The race judiciary later decided to nullify the stage, meaning the results after stage two will be car-
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What Happened to The Missing Riders?

As for the missing riders, thedl t f SR W5AYodzZ K 9f S@Sy Q> ad|l 3S (K1

turned into an unforgettable outback adventure.
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followed the route used in the 2008 Crocodile Trophy to the finish in Irvinebank.

For Bart Brentjens, a man who has experienced everything in the sport, this was something dom-

pletely different.
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peloton had to quit the raceijt was a really strange

day.
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from Irvinebank to Chillagoe should provide the first
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his chances.
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Welcome to The Outback.. Crocodile Trophy style
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