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Bartõs Outback Adventure a Day to RememberBartõs Outback Adventure a Day to RememberBartõs Outback Adventure a Day to Remember   

Medical emergencies, raging bushfires and a full-ǎŎŀƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΦ   !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ǊƻŎƻπ
dile Trophy has always promised competitors an outback adventure but today, on what was defi-
ƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǿŀǎ ƭŀƛŘ-on for the protagonists in rich 
helpings. 

{ǘŀƎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŀƴƛǘŜ DƻǊƎŜ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ hǳǘōŀŎƪ 
Irvinebank was always destined to be eventful, but what unfolded on a stage that was eventually 
ƴǳƭƭƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǘŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

The first major incident of the day occurred at the 15 kilometre 
ƳŀǊƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ aƻƴƛǉǳŜ ½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ 
Netherland punctured a tyre.  It was no routine puncture, with 
the rocky outback trails gouging a sidewall and forcing a 
lengthy repair. 

In the process, Zeldenrust watched her race lead evaporate ... 
Or so she thought. 

Five kilometres beyond the first incident, an emergency of a far 
more serious kind was unfolding.  Again it was a Dutch moun-
tainbiker, Willemjan Hopstaken, who was in trouble.  Hop-
staken crashed heavily and immediately began suffering sei-
zures. 

CƻǊǘǳƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
ΨWǳƴƎƭŜ tŀǘǊƻƭ ²ƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΩ ǘŜŀƳ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ  
Doctor Andrew Graham and  nurse Sharman Parr (the oldest 
woman in the race) abandoned their personal race ambitions 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦǊŀƴǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

 The on-site treatment prevented a potentially life threatening situation.   Hopstaken was later 
handed over to the race doctor and transported to hospital for scans after sustaining a severe con-
cussion.   

A further five kilometres down the trail, the next major drama for the day was already taking 
ǎƘŀǇŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ ΨIŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜΩ ŀƴ ŜƭƛǘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ 
the General Classification missed a clearly marked farm gate and ventured off-course, into the in-
hospitable wilderness of the Australian Outback.  

¢ƘŜ Ψ5ƛƳōǳƭŀƘ 9ƭŜǾŜƴΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘǳōōŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǿƘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллф /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ 

Trophy.  World and Olympic Champion Bart Brentjens, four-time Race Across America winner Jure 

Robic and race leader Urs Huber were all present when the group became hopelessly lost.  

Willemjan Hopstaken is treated by 

Sharman Parr and Dr Andrew Graham 



 

ñIt was really like an adventure, we lost the route, we missed an arrow and after that we lost our 

ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άIƻƭƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ мллƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜΦέ 

Playing for high stakes, the lead protagonists continued to race - over barbed wire fences, through 

cow paddocks and up dry gullies, before realising something had gone dreadfully wrong. 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ нр ƪΩǎ ǿŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ōŀǊōŜŘ ǿƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪŜŜǇ Ǝƻπ

ƛƴƎ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΣέ DŜǊƳŀƴ Yŀƛ IǳƴŘŜǊǘƳŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 άL ǿŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƳŜƴΣ ǎƘǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǎǘΦέ 

CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ - locals in this part of 

the world - were among the group and eventually guided the riders back towards civilisation. 

.ǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƭǳƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿƻŜǎΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǎǘέ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ WƻǎƘ 

Prete said. 

άLǎŀŀŎ ό¢ƻƴŜƭƭƻύ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ όwŀƴƪƛƴŜύ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǎŀƛŘ 

no we go this way.  We eventually found a farmhouse. 

ά L ǘŜȄǘŜŘ 5ŀŘΣ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛƴ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ ǘƻ 

ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦέ 

   Bushfire Forces Race Closure  

On a day when all hope could have been lost for the 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀπ

tion, a remarkable stroke of fortune laid-on by mother 

ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŦǳǊȅ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀŎŜ ƘƻǇŜǎΦ 

With a search underway at one end of the course, thirty 

kilometres away another drama was just beginning as a 

bushfire whipped up by  strong winds raced across the 

race route near Dimbulah. 

Police and rural fire service volunteers exercised emer-

gency powers and intervened to shut down the race, effectively bringing stage three to a premature 

end.  

The race judiciary later decided to nullify the stage, meaning the results after stage two will be car-

ǊƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ 

A bushfire blackens the Croc Trophy race route 



 

 What Happened to The Missing Riders? 

As for the missing riders, the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ5ƛƳōǳƭŀƘ 9ƭŜǾŜƴΩΣ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ 

turned into an unforgettable outback adventure. 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛǘŜ ōǳƴŎƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘΣ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ  !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ LǎŀŀŎ ¢ƻƴŜƭƭƻΣ 

followed the route used in the 2008 Crocodile Trophy to the finish in Irvinebank. 

For Bart Brentjens, a man who has experienced everything in the sport, this was something com-

pletely different. 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Σ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜ ΣǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
peloton had to quit the race,  it was a really strange 
day.   

άL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŀŎŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ƭƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

.ŀǊǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ 
from Irvinebank to Chillagoe should provide the first 
ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ Ψƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǇŜƭƻǘƻƴ ƻŦ нллфΦ 

{ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀΩǎ WǳǊŜ wƻōƛŎΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭƭŀƎƻŜ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
his chances.   

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ŀ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ wƻōƛŎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLŦ LΩƳ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The race leaders before vanishing 

Welcome to The Outback.. Crocodile Trophy style 


