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‘Sir Bart’ Wins at Granite Gorge‘Sir Bart’ Wins at Granite Gorge‘Sir Bart’ Wins at Granite Gorge   

It was sure to be only a matter of time before the great Dutchman Bart Brentjens stamped his win-
ning seal on the Crocodile Trophy of 2009 and that occasion arrived promptly today when the for-
mer Olympic and World Champion made easy work of the second stage to Granite Gorge on Aus-
ǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘΦ 

The victory came at the end of a relatively short but nonetheless eventful 71 kilometre stage, that 
featured a climb to the 1200 metre summit of Mount Edith shortly after the race start. 

That was where the fun began! 

The course for stage two needed to be cleared of fallen trees 
over the weekend after bushfires swept through the forest 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
overnight downpour at the Lake Tinaroo campsite that brought 
down more trees over the track, blocking the path for riders 
after the first ten kilometres of climbing. 

At the point that the race was re-started, five riders were in the 
hunt for stage honours after watching most of the peloton dis-
appear from their rear view mirror on the lower slopes. 

The select group was stacked with class and included Brent-
jens, race leader Urs Huber and ultra-tough Slovenian Jure Ro-
bic.  Also showing their talent were  Belgian Mike Mulkens and 
the youngest rider in the race, Josh Prete of the Tropical Table-
land Discovery team who had scouted the stage several times 
in training. 

 

The decision by organisers to re-instate the time gaps at the re-start, meant that the breakaway 
group still had every chance of success.  By the summit of Mount Edith, it was down to a group of 
three riders in contention for the stage as Prete and Mulkens struggled to stay in touch. 

With just 50 kilometres of undulating country roads remaining on the transitional stage before the 
Crocodile Trophy heads seriously outback, the finale came down to a technical sprint finish on dirt, 
which suited Brentjens just fine. 

ά LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀǎ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мл ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭ Ŧŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ŀ ǘŀƛƭǿƛƴŘΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άaƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴōƛƪƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŜŎǘƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ǎƻ L ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƻƳŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦέ 

Bart Brentjens wins stage 2 



 

As for the unique set of circumstances that led to the race re -start, the Dutchman enjoyed the ex-

perience in a place where mother nature serves up climate in extremes. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇŀǎǎΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΦ 

The stage result brought little change to the G.C., with Huber still leading Brentjens by just over 2 
minutes. 

Tropical Tablelanders Impress  

The other major talking point from todayôs 
Crocodile Trophy stage was the performance of 
the local Tropical Tableland Discovery team 
which now leads the teams classification, after 
all three of its riders finished inside the top ten.  

Their best performance was a fourth placing to 
the youngest cyclist in the field, 19 year old 
Tablelander Josh Prete, who is still finding it 
hard to believe heôs in the same race as the 
likes of Bart Brentjens. 

ά¸ŜŀƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘŜƳǇƻ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΣέ tǊŜǘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΦ   

The amateur team, cobbled together at the last minute for the Crocodile Trophy assault, 
has performed beyond expectation and put the visiting Europeans on notice. 

Itôs a remarkable effort, given two of the teamôs riders Steve Rankine and Isaac Tonello 
work full -time and have been training at night on indoor trainers or under lights in the early 
hours of the morning to prepare for the race.  

Monique Takes it Easy  

With such a commanding lead in the womenôs race, Dutch cyclist Monique Zeldenrust de-
cided today to leave some petrol in the tank, before the Crocodile Trophy heads towards 
the Outback. 

Zeldenrust again showed she could ride at a level above her fellow competitors, but remains 
cautious, given the Trophyôs brutal reputation for bringing even the best riders unstuck. 

ñI took it very easy today, relaxed and found a comfortable rhythm,ò Zeldenrust said. 

A interesting battle looms for the minor podium placings with Austrian Lisa Pleyer maintain-
ing a solid lead over Australiaôs Abby McLennan, who has based her training in the Outback 
in recent months, to make sure she is ready for the extreme conditions.  

(Ends) 

 

 

The Tropical Tableland Discovery Team of Josh 

Prete, Steve Rankine and Isaac Tonello 



 

 For Further information:  

 John Flynn ï Crocodile Trophy Event Marketing   

 +61 (0)410 665 464  

 +61 (0) 427 638 928 (Telstra Next G -  On Course)  

 Office:  +61 (0)740 370 574  Website:  http://  www.crocodile - trophy.com  

 

The Crocodile Trophy is benefiting from funding under the Queensland Events Regional Development Program (QERDP).  The QERDP 
is an investment program designed to extend the flow of economic and social benefits of events to regional Queensland.  

A state -wide initiative, the program is committed to enhancing existing events in regional Queensland, as well as assisting in t he es-
tablishment of new events.  

Since the QERDP began in 2001, more than $12.5 million has been invested in 600 regional events, an indicator of the importan t role 
these events play in their communities and wider Queensland.  

(Ends) 
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