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Aussie Battler Gifted Final Stage
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final accolade yesterday as he crossed the finish line in first place after leading the peloton Home
on the final stage from Ayton to Cape Tribulation.

According to race tradition, one that began with Belgian ironman Marc Herremans two year$ ago,
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honour by the leaders of the peloton, race winner Urs Huber of Switzerland and the great Ddtch-

man Bart Brentjens.

| For nine days straight Neal had ridden
mostly alone, hours behind his fellow pro-
tagonists, with the sole goal of completing
the Crocodile Trophy.

He had looked to the race as a metaphor for

| something greater, an opportunity to bettgr

himself and be an example to his childrenjas

they grow and encounter the obstacles of
life.

Chris Neal crosses the line first in Cape Tribulation
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Crossing the line in second and third place, Australian doctor Andrew Graham and nurse Sharman
Parr were also honoured for their efforts in treating injured rider Willemjan Hopstaken, following
his dramatic crash during an unforgettable stage 3.

Remarkably, Hopstaken also reached the finish line in Cape Tribulation, recovering from a pbten-
tially life threatening episode.
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AustralianAmerican Aaron Picketiieaps, one ‘{ \mm
of the characters of the 2009 Crocodile Troph P
found poignant words to describe the feelings|

after ten days in the Outback.
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The Crocodlle Trophy class of 2009
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In keeping with race tradition, the riders of the 2009 Crocodile Trophy rolled out together from

village of Ayton and shared their unique experiences on the steep rainforest climbs near Cap
lation.
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The atmosphere was ligitearted as members of the Tropical Tableland Discovery Team froclrd up

for the occasion, and the effervescent Doctor Andrew Graham dressed up as comic book ju
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It turned out to be a great journey for the Australians as well as the Europeans. The Tropical
land Discovery Team landed two riders inside of the top ten, with the laconic Isaac Tonello al
claiming a masters category jersey and a place on the final podium.
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Family Adventure for Zeldenrust
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Dutchwoman Monique Zeldenrust was also overjoyed to reach the finish lihe
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about the Crocodile Trophy in a European magazine and suggested it wo
" agood adventure.
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place on the final podium. McLennan had excellent support from her Rattle & Humrtedes,

husband Scott and James Ban$anith, who also completed the journey.
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The riders from Danish team Sunprint also had reason to smile after winning the teams classffica-

tion. The three man team spent ten days in Cairns preparing for the race and won what turngd out

to be a battle of attrition.
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Tablelands have a crash with one of the bikers, then the dream team, one of their riders wentout of
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great.

Brentjens to Return, Huber Considering Defence

Dutchman Bart Brentjens admitted to feeling a
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usual after ten days of nestop effort.

At Cape Tribulation, the Olympic and World Cham-

pion repeated his vow to return, with the aim of

going one step higher on the final podium.
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Race winner Urs Huber, who has maintained an iceman like concentration during much of the race,
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to the event and while next year his focus will be on winning a World Marathon Championship, a

return to the Crocodile Trophy at some point in the future is likely.
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Huber said.
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