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¢ƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ нллфΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎ bŜŀƭΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΩǎ 

final accolade yesterday as he crossed the finish line in first place after leading the peloton home 

on the final stage from Ayton to Cape Tribulation. 

 According to race tradition, one that began with Belgian ironman Marc Herremans two years ago, 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴŜ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

honour by the leaders of the peloton, race winner Urs Huber of Switzerland and the great Dutch-

man Bart Brentjens.    

For nine days straight Neal had ridden 

mostly alone, hours behind his fellow pro-

tagonists, with the sole goal of completing 

the Crocodile Trophy. 

He had looked to the race as a metaphor for 

something greater, an opportunity to better 

himself and be an example to his children as 

they grow and encounter the obstacles of 

life. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣέ ŀƴ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ bŜŀƭ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǘǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ /ŀǇŜ ¢Ǌƛōǳπ

lation.   

ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǿŀƴǘΦ 

Ψ¢ƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎΦέ 

Crossing the line in second and third place, Australian doctor Andrew Graham and nurse Sharman 

Parr were also honoured for their efforts in treating injured rider Willemjan Hopstaken, following 

his dramatic crash during an unforgettable stage 3. 

Remarkably, Hopstaken also reached the finish line in Cape Tribulation, recovering from a poten-

tially life threatening episode. 

άL ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŀŎŜ L ŜǾŜǊ ǊƛŘŜΣέ IƻǇǎǘŀƪŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ 

ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻǇΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 

ά!ŦǘŜǊ Řŀȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 

Chris Neal crosses the line first in Cape Tribulation 



 

Australian-American Aaron Pickett-Heaps, one 

of the characters of the 2009 Crocodile Trophy, 

found poignant words to describe the feelings of 

those who reached the rainforest fringed beach 

after ten days in the Outback. 

άLǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ 

many different types of people coming together 

ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ 

ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎΣέ tƛŎƪŜǘǘ-Heaps said. 

άCƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

5ǳǘŎƘƳŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ƛƭƭŜƳΩǎ ŎǊŀǎƘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦ 

ά5ŀȅ ƛƴΣ Řŀȅ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ  IŜ ƘŀŘ ƴŀǳǎŜŀ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ 

ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎΦέ 

In keeping with race tradition, the riders of the 2009 Crocodile Trophy rolled out together from the 

village of Ayton and shared their unique experiences on the steep rainforest climbs near Cape Tribu-

lation. 

The atmosphere was light-hearted as members of the Tropical Tableland Discovery Team frocked up 

for the occasion, and the effervescent Doctor Andrew Graham dressed up as comic book jungle hero 

ά¢ƘŜ tƘŀƴǘƻƳέΦ 

It turned out to be a great journey for the Australians as well as the Europeans.  The Tropical Table-

land Discovery Team landed two riders inside of the top ten, with the laconic Isaac Tonello also 

claiming a masters category jersey and a place on the final podium. 

ά¸ŜŀƘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ .ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ¦ǊǎΣ ǘǿƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƛŘŜǊǎΣέ ¢ƻƴŜƭƭƻ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛŎƭƛƳŀȄΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ L ǎƻŀƪŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴΦέ   

Family Adventure for Zeldenrust 

Dutchwoman Monique Zeldenrust was also overjoyed to reach the finish line 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ aŀǊǘƛƴ ŀƭǎƻ 

complete the journey. 

Zeldenrust decided to make the trip to Australia after her father saw an article 

about the Crocodile Trophy in a European magazine and suggested it would be 

a good adventure. 

έLΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƴ ƛǘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣέ ½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΦά 

άL ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛǊŜǎΣ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΣ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

The Crocodile Trophy class of 2009 



 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ !ōōȅ aŎƭŜƴƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǾŜǊƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƘŜǊ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ŀ 

place on the final podium.  McLennan had excellent support from her Rattle & Hum team-mates, 

husband Scott and James Banner-Smith, who also completed the journey. 

άwŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŘŜΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ 

ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣέaŎ[Ŝƴƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ   ά¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŘƛǳƳ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƭŜǎǎ ƳƛǎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘΦέ 

The riders from Danish team Sunprint also had reason to smile after winning the teams classifica-

tion.  The three man team spent ten days in Cairns preparing for the race and won what turned out 

to be a battle of attrition. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ 

Tablelands have a crash with one of the bikers, then the dream team, one of their riders went out of 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣέ {ǳƴǇǊƛƴǘΩǎ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ .ŜǊƎŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ά {ƻ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƛƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

great.  

Brentjens to Return, Huber Considering Defence 

Dutchman Bart Brentjens admitted to feeling a 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŀǘ ǊŀŎŜ ŜƴŘΣ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǳƴπ

usual after ten days of non-stop effort. 

At Cape Tribulation, the Olympic and World Cham-

pion repeated his vow to return, with the aim of 

going one step higher on the final podium. 

άLǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǎŀŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛŘπ

ƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ 

ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ   άbŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ 

Race winner Urs Huber, who has maintained an iceman like concentration during much of the race, 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ  ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƭƻǘƻƴ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ŀǇŜ ¢ǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǿƛǎǎ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 

to the event and while next year his focus will be on winning a World Marathon Championship, a 

return to the Crocodile Trophy at some point in the future is likely.  

άLǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ /ŀǇŜ ¢Ǌƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣέ 

Huber said. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦέ 

(Ends) 

Urs Huber with his support crew 


