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Huber Wins Crocodile TrophyHuber Wins Crocodile TrophyHuber Wins Crocodile Trophy    

Swiss mountainbiker Urs Huber today added his name to the exclusive international list of cyclists 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ƴƛƴŜ-day battle with the 

great Dutchman Bart Brentjens. 

A testament to both the talent and mental strength of the 24-year-old World Championship 

ōǊƻƴȊŜ ƳŜŘŀƭƭƛǎǘΣ IǳōŜǊ ǊƻŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 5ŀƛƴπ

tree that Brentjens was unable to launch an attack to reel in his 1 minute and 26 second lead. 

Instead, it was Huber who did the attacking today as the 

race headed off-road onto the CREB Track, a perilous as-

cent  into the rainforest that has become part of the Croco-

ŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴ 

ŘŀȅǎΣέ ŀƴ ŜƭŀǘŜŘ IǳōŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά ²ƘŜƴ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ L ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  

Huber launched his first attack at the base of the CREB 

where the gradient is close to 20%.  Behind him, the for-

mer Olympic and World Champion appeared visibly in pain, 

but Brentjens refused to give in and continually clawed his 

way back.  

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǘ L ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 

ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣέ IǳōŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά{ƻ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǌƻƭƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ǌƛǎƪ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦέ 

That was easier said than done as the Crocodile Trophy ventured onto the zig-zag track, one of the 

most technical sections of the race. It was there that Brentjens had planned to attack, near the 

river crossing at Roaring Meg.   Huber and Brentjens had already reeled in an early breakaway con-

taining Slovenian Jure Robic and Belgian Mike Mulkens. 

When the riders reached the river, Huber crossed first, the smile on his face obvious as he realised 

the Crocodile Trophy was his for the taking.      

Urs Huber climbing the CREB Track 



 

άL ǿŀǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ 

ƘƛƳΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ   

άIŜ όIǳōŜǊύ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǿŀǎ 

follow his wheel, actually there was no chance for me to make 

ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦέ 

There was a degree of consolation for Brentjens as he won the 

sprint to the finish in Ayton - his sixth stage victory for the 

Crocodile Trophy of 2009. 

But the ultimate objective proved elusive this time around for 

Ψ{ƛǊ .ŀǊǘΩ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇƭƻǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛƴ нлмл ǘƻ 

make amends. 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǊŀŎŜΣ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭπ

lenge, an adventure, nice country, nice area, good organisa-

ǘƛƻƴΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƘŀǊŘ ό{ŎƘƻŜƴōŀŎƘŜǊύ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǿƛƴΣ ƴƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ L Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴ ƛǘ 

ƻƴŎŜΦέ 

Belgian Mike Mulkens hung on bravely again to finish third in the stage and third overall, while Ro-

bic who attacked bravely today, almost from the gun, had to settle for fourth on both counts. 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǘǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ L ŦŜƭǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳōǎΣέ wƻōƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ-time Race 

Across America winner said. 

άL ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ǘƻ Ƴȅ Ǌƛōǎ ŀƴŘ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΣ ǎƻ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘΦέ 

Two Australians in Top Ten 

One of the great surprises to emerge from the 2009 Crocodile Trophy was the performance of Aus-

ǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ¢ŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōŀǊǊƛƴƎ WƻǎƘ tǊŜǘŜΩǎ ƳƛǎƘŀǇ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

have placed three riders in the top ten overall. 

As it was, Isaac Tonello placed eighth and Steve Rankine 9th,  an outstanding effort for a local team 

cobbled together at the eleventh hour to contest the event. 

Tonello, who also claimed the Masters 1 category jersey in his second attempt at the race, remains 

in awe of the visiting Europeans. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ .ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ¦Ǌǎ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƭƛƳō ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜō ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǎǳǇŜǊπ

ǎƻƴƛŎΣέ ¢ƻƴŜƭƭƻ ǎŀƛŘΦ   

Brentjens hangs in on the climb 



 

άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻǇ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ 

ŜƛƎƘǘƘΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ  

άbŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 

Rankine, an experienced ex-pro triathlete, realises now 

that he came into the race unprepared, but in the proc-

ess has learned much from his first Crocodile Trophy ex-

perience. 

άLΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ōŀŘ ƭǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧƭŀǘǎ ōǳǘ L Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ 

Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎŎǊŀǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΣέ wŀƴƪƛƴŜ 

said. 

άLǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ LΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ōƛƪŜ 

races but this race, in one stage you fight the whole way 

and one minute you feel like throwing the bike away and 

the next minute you dig deep.  

άL Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǎǘ 

ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴōƛƪŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

Rankine, a Daintree local, will be heading home tomorrow as the protagonists of the Crocodile Tro-

phy roll together towards the finish line at Cape Tribulation. 

According to race tradition, the riders will abandon their race faces and share the incredible experi-

ences that formed the narrative of the 2009 event. 

With the general classification decided it will be time for the gladiators of the Crocodile Trophy to 

finally relax. 

½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ²ƛƴǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ǾŜƴǘΣ aŎ[Ŝƴƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ tƭŜȅŜǊ {ƘŀǊŜ ¢ƘŜ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

At the end of nine days, It was a foregone conclusion that Dutchwoman Monique Zeldenrust would 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллф /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΦ 

Zendenrust, who has been racing the Crocodile Trophy with her father Martin, made easy work of 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŦƭŀǿƭŜǎǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 

However, the battle for the minor placings, intense until this point, took an unusual turn today. 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ !ōōȅ aŎ[Ŝƴƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ [ƛǎŀ tƭŜȅŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƻƴ-course hostilities. 

άL ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛǎŀ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜǇǘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΣ  ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻπ

ƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǎ  ŀ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜΣέ aŎ[Ŝƴƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Pleyer finished the race in second overall, with McLennan an impressive third.  

Czech Milan Spolc at the river crossing 


