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Huber Wins Queen Stage in CooktownHuber Wins Queen Stage in CooktownHuber Wins Queen Stage in Cooktown    

{ǿƛǎǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴōƛƪŜǊ ¦Ǌǎ IǳōŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ƎƭƻǊȅ ōȅ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ 
Queen stage from Laura to Cooktown and in the process further extending his race lead over the 
great Dutchman Bart Brentjens by 25 seconds. 

The performance from the World Marathon Championship bronze medallist oozed class, on a day 
when the physical and mental capabilities of every rider remaining in the Crocodile Trophy were 
tested to the limit over a hellish 140 kilometre journey. 

Conditions along the much feared Battle Camp Road be-
tween Laura and Cooktown proved to be far worse than 
predicted, with a fifty kilometre section of deep corruga-
tions and sand, sapping all available energy from even the 
fittest and strongest of protagonists. 

In the end, Huber, Brentjens and veteran Czech Milan Spolc 
prevailed as the race ventured headlong into the South-East 
tradewinds along the coast near Cooktown. 

Timing his move to perfection, Huber launched an attack at 
the base of the steep 1 kilometre climb to the summit of 
/ƻƻƪǘƻǿƴΩǎ DǊŀǎǎȅ IƛƭƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƘŜƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƛƪŜ ŀƭƻŦǘ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜπ
brate a glorious stage victory. 

άLǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜ ǘƻπ
Řŀȅ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǎƻ  L ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΣέ IǳōŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǎ  
peered out across the Pacific Ocean. 

ά .ŀǊǘ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊǳƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘŜǇƻǘ нΣ L 
Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέ 

Huber took 20 seconds out of Brentjens on the climb and 
earned a further 5 seconds in time bonuses to extend his margin in the general classification to 1 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ нс ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦ  aƛƪŜ aǳƭƪŜƴǎ ƻŦ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ {ǇƻƭŎ ŦŀŘŜŘ 
towards the finish. 

¢ƘŜ {ǿƛǎǎ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ƪƴƻǿǎ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ 
and technical stage from Cooktown to Ayton to rope in his main rival. 

But he also knows not to underestimate the class of the former Olympic and World Champion, 
who will attack in an instant if the right opportunity presents itself. 

 άL ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ L ŎŀƴΣέ IǳōŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ά¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŜŜǇ ŎƭƛƳōǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎƻƻŘ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ 

Urs Huber wins the Queen Stage. 



 

Ever the strategist, Brentjens again turned to studying his race 
ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
points along the technical zig-zag track to launch an attack. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇƻǳƴŘπ
ing,  which was one of the most brutal he has dealt with in a long 
and celebrated career. 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊǳƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǊǘȅΣ ŦƻǊǘȅ ƪΩǎ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǎŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǊǳƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǊƛŘŜΣέ ŀ ǿŜŀǊȅ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ¦Ǌǎ IǳōŜǊ ƻƴŎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ōǳǘ 
ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦέ  

.ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƴƛƴŜΣ 
where the General Classification will be decided. 

He will attack Huber, the only question is when and where. 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘΣέ .ǊŜƴǘƧŜƴǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘΦ 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ 

ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦέ 

ά¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎƻ ȅŜŀƘ ƭŜǘΩǎ  ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻƴΦέ 

Steve Rankine and Isaac Tonello, both of the Tropical Tableland Discovery Team were the highest 
placed Australians today in ninth and tenth.  The pair are now both situated in the top ten overall, 
with Tonello rating this as one of his toughest Crocodile Trophy outings. 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ ǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΣ ŎƻǊǊǳƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘ ŘŜŜǇ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ 

ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦƛŦǘȅ ƪΩǎΣ ǘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƻǳƎƘΣ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƻǳƎƘΣέ ¢ƻƴŜƭƭƻ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǿŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ōǊǳǘŀƭ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦέ 

Pleyer Breaks Through For a Victory 

!ŦǘŜǊ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ [ƛǎŀ tƭŜȅŜǊΣ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻπ

dile Trophy, finally returned this evening. 

tƭŜȅŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƭƻǘƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ aƻƴƛǉǳŜ ½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ !ōōȅ aŎ[ŜƴƴŀƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƘǳƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ½ŜƭŘŜƴǊǳǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳō ƻŦ DǊŀǎǎȅ IƛƭƭΣ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƻπ

ǇƘȅΩǎ vǳŜŜƴ {ǘŀƎŜΦ 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣέ tƭŜȅŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǎǿŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘǳǊƴǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƻΦέ 

McLennan and her Rattle & Hum team suffered numerous technical problems today with brake fail-

ure followed by flat tyres and minor crashes.    

Isaac Tonello fighting on 


