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Fojtik Snatches Race Lead as Czech Dream Cont

Czech cyclist Ondrej Fojtik is one step closer to achieving his dream of winning the Crocodilg

phy after snatching the leaders jersey from the shoulders of teaate Tomas Trunschka during
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For the second day in succession the Czech VIG+ Racing team put the hammer down in a
mined effort to split the race apart. It was a tactic that brought the same reward as yesterd
one-two-three podium finish for the Czechs, who are far exceeding@ce expectations with a
thoroughly dominant performance.

Fojtik and tearrmate Ivan Rybarik escaped from the lead bunch at the fifty kilometre mark, d
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In the end Fojtik gifted the stage win to his teanate, who helped
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# the race lead for the first time.
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Rybarik was equally pleased with claiming his first stage victory §
Crocodile Trophy and the second successive stage win for his te
~ whatis, so far, a totally dominant performance.
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Again today, the other key protagonists of the Crocodile Trophy were left emotionally, if not
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race came unstuck. At least the weather has been kind to the riders with mild daytime tem
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confused.

Belgian marathon MTB Champion Nic Vermuelen appears to be running out of ideas, but is
G2Y2NNRg oAttt 0S I RAFTFSNByYyld adz2NER | 0 K9
of pure mountainbiking.
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Vermeulen was happy to receive support from the Australiang
on a day when the major objective for all the n@aechs in the
race was to limit the damages.

That said, the outlook is bleak for the likes of Vermeulen,
Gordon, Nick Both, Tim Bennett and Adrian Jackson in terms
any G.C. hopes they may have harboured.

Team VIG+ now occupies the top four places on G.C., with
meulen the nearest outsider, more than ten minutes off the
pace. Gordon is the best placed of the Australians at 15.58
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skilled rider, it may be the best chance anyone has of gaining

time on the seemingly unbeatable Czechs.
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Centre team rode a sound tactical race. But the day belonge
Belgian Karen Steurs, who attacked Bennett in the final kilo
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lead of more than four minutes.
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the powerline track, which could prove decisive.
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Steurs is sure to have other ideas. The Belgian i
gradually applying the pressure and could be tim
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her race assault to perfection, with the pivotal stape

nextup.
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Jo Bennett follows the wheel of Matt Powell
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