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Czech cyclist Ondrej Fojtik is one step closer to achieving his dream of winning the Crocodile Tro-
phy after snatching the leaders jersey from the shoulders of team-mate Tomas Trunschka during 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ LǊǾƛƴŜōŀƴƪ ǘƻ YƻƻƳōƻƻƭƻƻƳōŀ 5ŀƳ ƛƴ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ bƻǊǘƘ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΦ 

For the second day in succession the Czech VIG+ Racing team put the hammer down in a deter-
mined effort to split the race apart.  It was a tactic that brought the same reward as yesterday,  a 
one-two-three podium finish for the Czechs, who are far exceeding pre-race expectations with a 
thoroughly dominant performance.   

Fojtik and team-mate Ivan Rybarik escaped from the lead bunch at the fifty kilometre mark, de-
ǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ aŜǊƛŘŀ CƭƛƎƘǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ¢ŜŀƳΣ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ bƛŎƻƭŀǎ ±ŜǊπ
ƳŜǳƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ wƻŎƪǎǘŀǊ wŀŎƛƴƎΩǎ /ǊŀƛƎ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΦ 

In the end Fojtik gifted the stage win to his team-mate, who helped 
the two-ǘƛƳŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƎŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻǳǘōŀŎƪ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƛƴǘƻ 
the race lead for the first time. 

άCƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ǘƛƳŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƧŜǊǎŜȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣέ 
Fojtik said. 

Rybarik was equally pleased with claiming his first stage victory at the 
Crocodile Trophy and the second successive stage win for his team, in 
what is, so far, a totally dominant performance. 

ά¸ŜŀƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ hƴŘǊŜƧ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƛŦǘȅ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ hƴŘǊŜƧ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΣέ wȅōŀǊƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άCƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ 

άLƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΦέ 

Again today, the other key protagonists of the Crocodile Trophy were left emotionally, if not physi-
Ŏŀƭƭȅ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳƴǎŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
race came unstuck.  At least the weather has been kind to the riders with mild daytime tempera-
ǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƻƭ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ-be contenders feeling dazed and 
confused. 

Belgian marathon MTB Champion Nic Vermuelen appears to be running out of ideas, but is hoping 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳŜŘ άtƻǿŜǊƭƛƴŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀƎŜ 
of pure mountainbiking. 

 άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƛŘπ
ŜǊǎΣέ ±ŜǊƳŜǳƭŜƴ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ 

άaŀȅōŜ LΩƳ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ƎǳȅǎΣ L ƎƻƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ŘƛŦπ
ŦƛŎǳƭǘΦέ 

Ivan Rybarik  sets the pace 



 

Vermeulen was happy to receive support from the Australians 
on a day when the major objective for all the non-Czechs in the 
race was to limit the damages. 

That said, the outlook is bleak for the likes of Vermeulen, 
Gordon, Nick Both, Tim Bennett and Adrian Jackson in terms of 
any G.C. hopes they may have harboured. 

Team VIG+ now occupies the top four places on G.C., with Ver-
meulen the nearest outsider, more than ten minutes off the 
pace.  Gordon is the best placed of the Australians at 15.58 be-
ƘƛƴŘ CƻƧǘƛƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǎǳƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
skilled rider, it may be the best chance anyone has of gaining 
time on the seemingly unbeatable Czechs. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Wƻ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǊƛŘŀ CƭƛƎƘǘ 
Centre team rode a sound tactical race. But the day belonged to 
Belgian Karen Steurs, who attacked Bennett in the final kilome-
ǘǊŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǇŜƎ ōŀŎƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴΩǎ 
lead of more than four minutes. 

Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƛǊƻƴǿƻƳŀƴΣ ƛǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻƴ 
the powerline track, which could prove decisive. 

άL {ƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣέ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άYŀǊŜƴ ŘƛŘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ Ƨƻō ǘƻŘŀȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŘŀȅΦ   

.ǳǘ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƧŜǊǎŜȅΣ LΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ L ŎŀƴΦέ 

Steurs is sure to have other ideas.  The Belgian is 
gradually applying the pressure and could be timing 
her race assault to perfection, with the pivotal stage 
next-up. 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǘƛƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣέ {ǘŜǳǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎΦ 

άǿƛǘƘ ŦƛǾŜ ƪ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊΦ   

άL ƭƛƪŜ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇπ
ǇŜƴǎΦέ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Jo Bennett Psyched for the race start 

Jo Bennett follows the wheel of Matt Powell 


