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The Czech Republic made it a six-ǇŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ 
±LDҌ wŀŎƛƴƎΩǎ YŜƧǾŀƭ [ǳōƻǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀǘ /Ƙƛƭƭŀπ
goe. 

This time there was no blowing up at the death as Lubos and breakaway partner Tomas Kozak 
ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ά/ȊŜŎƘ-one-ǘǿƻέ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎǘƻǇ-over at  Mount Mulgrave 
Station, a cattle grazing property almost as large as some European principalities. 

The pancake flat parcours along the dusty gravel roads of outback 
Tropical North Queensland perfectly suited the Czech strongman, 
who had always been singled out for a tilt at this stage.  In years past, 
this, the flattest stage of the Crocodile Trophy has been won by big-
gear grinders. 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴΣέ [ǳōƻǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ L ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ 
from the finish I had a problem. 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ L ǘǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦέ 

¢ƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ǇŀƛǊ ōǊƻƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
with the group of G.C. leader Ondrej Fojtik taking a measured ap-
proach, the move was always destined to succeed. 

ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣέ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǊƛŘŜǊ /ǊŀƛƎ DƻǊŘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tactical battle in the G.C. group. 

άLǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ Ǝǳȅ  ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ /ȊŜŎƘǎ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΦέ 

Both Gordon and Belgian Nic Vermeulen will need to find something special to challenge the 
Czechs as they cling to slim hopes of standing on the final podium.  The G.C. has changed little over 
the past two days, with Vermeulen 11.04 behind Fojtik and Gordon at 18.33.   

The Australian, racing with out the help of a team, who declared at the start of the race he would 
άǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜέ  ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǎǘƛƴŀƭ ǳǇǎŜǘΦ 

άL ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ LƳƻŘƛǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŀ ƭƻǘ 
ōŜǘǘŜǊΣέ DƻǊŘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

It appears  the Czech weapons cache of Fojtik, Martin Horak and Tomas Trunschka will save its next 
ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ aƻǳƴǘ aǳƭƎǊŀǾŜ ǘƻ [ŀǳǊŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ±LDҌ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ 
will have no choice but to play its hand and reveal which rider it really intends to support for the 
overall victory. 

wǳƳƻǳǊǎ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ŎŀƳǇ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘǎ 
would be splitting into two groups, with one team supporting Fojtik and another supporting either 
Horak or Trunschka. 

¢ƘŜ άǊŜŀƭέ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ hǳǘōŀŎƪ 



 

But the G.C. Leader, the man who has fought harder than any of 
his countrymen to make himself a Crocodile Trophy contender, 
was quick to douse the flames of speculation. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǘŀŎǘƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ  ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣέ CƻƧǘƛƪ ŀŦπ
firmed. 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ 
and I hope to be the leader of this great race in Cape Tribulation. 

CƻƧǘƛƪΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
protagonists face tomorrow on the road from Mount Mulgrave 
ǘƻ [ŀǳǊŀΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ мрл ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎΣ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the deepest corrugations the riders will experience and is tradi-
tionally one of the two stages riders rate as the hardest of the 
race. 

For the elite protagonists, the road to the deeply spiritual 
Quinkan country of Laura is about survival of the fittest. 

ά¸ŜŀƘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣέ CƻƧǘƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

Merida-CƭƛƎƘǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ¢ƛƳ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΣ ŀ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΣ ƳŀŘŜ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
observation of Fojtiks race tactics. 

άhƴŘǊŜƧ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎƳŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ 
ŘŀȅǎΦέ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ DΦ/Φ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ Wƻ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ aŜǊƛŘŀ CƭƛƎƘǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ YŀǊŜƴ 
Steurs of Belgian team Ride For The Stars rolled into Mount Mulgrave together, with Steurs claiming 
the sprint victory. 

Bennett still holds onto the race lead by more than one minute, but will 

have to survive two incredibly hard days as the race heads towards Laura 

and Cooktown. 

άά¸ŜŀƘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǊ ǇŀŎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ƪ 

and we picked it up a little because we knew it was coming towards the fin-

ƛǎƘΣέ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ƘŜƭŘ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

άL ƎǳŜǎǎ L Ŏŀƴ ŀŘƳƛǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ōƭŜǿ ǳǇ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦέ 

Each day the peloton supporting the Bennett/Steurs battle is growing as 

more of the Australian and Belgian men join the effort.  Bennett now has in 

her corner Australians Matt Powell (Velo Cycles) and Isaac Tonello, along with the resources of the 

aŜǊƛŘŀ CƭƛƎƘǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ 

LǘΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǊƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ ōǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 

Steurs. 

The Czechs in hot form 

Karen Steurs 



 

άL ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣέ {ǘŜǳǊǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƻǳƎƘ Řŀȅǎ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŦƛƴŜΦ 

Steurs domestique, her husband Christophe Huybrighs, is also captivated by the battle which is be-

ing played out in the best of spirits. 

ά9ǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƭǎƻΣέ IǳȅōǊƛƎƘǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŀǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΦέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For Further information:  

 John Flynn ï Crocodile Trophy Media (+61 [0]427 638 928)  

 Gerhard Schoenbacher ï Crocodile Trophy Supremo (+43 6763047584)  

 Website:  http://www.crocodile - trophy.com  

Event PartnersEvent PartnersEvent Partners 

The Aussie Outback at Chillagoe  


