
Czechs Win Fifth Consecutive StageCzechs Win Fifth Consecutive StageCzechs Win Fifth Consecutive Stage   

Australian and Austrian Make The PodiumAustralian and Austrian Make The PodiumAustralian and Austrian Make The Podium   

Czech team VIG+ racing made it five straight stage victories from five attempts today as Ivan Ry-
barik scored his second stage win at the Crocodile Trophy of 2008. 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ фф ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜ άƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 
ōŀŎƪέ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƭƭŀƎƻŜΣ ±LDҌ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƻǳǘōŀŎƪ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ 
by stealing a stage victory with two of its domestiques. 

¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ 
to storm to a stage victory, Kejval Lubos, failed to deliver on a course 
suited to pure time trialists.  Instead it was left to his helper Ivan Ry-
barik, to blow away the opposition. 

άL ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ [ǳōƻǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣέ wȅōŀǊƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ŀƳ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƳŜǊŀƴƎ όǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊύ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

There was good news also for Australia and Austria with Merida Flight 
/ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ !ŘǊƛŀƴ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎπ
trian Alfred Schabauer third. 

Rybarik, Jackson, Lubos and Schabauer were all part of a seven man 
breakaway which went up the road at the ten kilometre mark of to-
ŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ  The first to drop away as the pace lifted was Darren 

hΩƎǊŀŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻǇŜǊǎ {ƘƛƳŀƴƻ 5ǊŜŀƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛȄ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎΦ 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Ƙƻǿ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ǿŀǎΣέ hΩDǊŀŘȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŜƴŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿƛƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻƴΦέ 

One by one, the group dwindled until just Rybarik, Jackson and Schabauer were left in the hunt for 
the stage.  It seemed almost inevitable that an attack would come from Rybarik and when it did, as 
has been the case for every day of this race, there was no answer to the Czech dominance.  

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΣ wȅōŀǊƛƪ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǎǇƭƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊƻŘŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΣέ {ŎƘŀπ
bauer recounted. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦ 

WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨƻȅ ǎƻ-far for the Australian men racing in the elite divi-
ǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΦ !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƛƭŘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǳǎπ
tralian Mountainbike Challenge, is on a steep learning curve.   

άL ǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǳǇ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ Wƻ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΣέ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎΦ 

 

The leaders cross an outback 

cattle grid 



 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ bƛŎƪ .ƻǘƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
breakaway and I managed to get into the breakaway, which was 
ƎǊŜŀǘΦέ 

There was no change to the general classification today as the 
/ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊπ
ǊƻǿΩǎ ōƭƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘ aǳƭƎǊŀǾŜΦ 

±LDҌ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΩǎ hƴŘǊŜƧ CƻƧǘƛƪ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
team-mates, Martin Horak and Tomas Trunschka, with the near-
est threat coming from Belgian Nicolas Vermeulen who is more 
than eleven minutes behind on G.C. in fourth place. 

 Steurs Pulls Back Time 

Although the race was travelling through cattle country, the pro-
ǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ άǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 
today, to use the Australian vernacular. 

Second-placed Belgian Karen Steurs (Team Ride For The Stars) tried on several occasions to attack 
her rival Jo Bennett of the Merida Flight Centre Team and finally succeeded as Bennett felt the heat 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΦ 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘΣέ ŀ ōŜŀƳƛƴƎ {ǘŜǳǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 
two minutes on G.C. 

άL ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

ά¢ƘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜ ό{ǘŜǳǊǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛǉǳŜύ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ L Ǝƻǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿƘŜŜƭ ŀƴŘ Wƻ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
ƳŜ ōǳǘ Wƻ ōǊƻƪŜΦέ 

!ƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΣ ǿƘƻ ƴƻǿ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōȅ Ƨǳǎǘ  1 minute and 1 second, admitted 
the stage was much harder than it looked on paper. 

άCǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 
ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊŘΣέ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ 

!ƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ƘŀǾŜΣ ǎƻ-far, 
performed at a high level.  Naomi Hansen, who is riding with the Coopers-
Shimano Dream Team has been sharing much of her time on the road 
with Belgian legend Eric Vanderaerden. 

Well back on G.C., but still a contender for stage honours, Hansen cer-
ǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ 

άLǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ LΩƳ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΣέ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜǊǾŜǎŎŜƴǘ IŀƴǎŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ 
Trophy experience. 

άLǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ 9ǊƛŎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƭŜƎŜƴŘΦέ 

 

Karen Steurs exhausted at race end 

Naomi Hansen 


