
Act of Sportsmanship in Popular Czech VictoryAct of Sportsmanship in Popular Czech VictoryAct of Sportsmanship in Popular Czech Victory   

Czech team VIG+ racing continued its complete dominance today at the 2008 Crocodile Trophy 
with Martin Horak scoring his first stage win and fourth consecutive stage win for his team as the 
off-road classic reached the Australian outback town of Chillagoe 

The victory will be remembered for all the right reasons, with Horak, in the most sporting of ges-
tures, rendering assistance when his breakaway partner, Kristof Hertsens of Belgium (Team 
Lingier) crashed. 

Hertsens was left bloodied and suffered a deep cut to his elbow after hitting the deck on a techni-
cal off-ǊƻŀŘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǇƛŎ мпо ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƭŜǎǘ ƻŦ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ 
Trophy mornings at glorious Gunnawarra lagoon. 

In a move that ultimately cost him the lead in the General Classifica-
tion, Horak assisted Hertsens with repairing his damaged bike and 
ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴΩǎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
finish line.  The story of Hertsens and Horak is, in time, sure to take its 
place in Crocodile Trophy history as one of the great moments of the 
race.   

After being the lead conspirator in a breakaway move that went virtu-
ally from the gun, Hertsens (Team Lingier) was happy to settle for sec-
ond place against the clearly superior Czech ς a man for whom he 
now has the utmost respect. 

άL ŎǊŀǎƘŜŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŦƛȄŜŘ Ƴȅ 
ōƛƪŜΣέ IŜǊǘǎŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

άIŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǊƻŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ 

άIŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ǎƻ L 
ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦέ 

IƻǊŀƪΩǎ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ ŀŎǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƘƛƳ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ оф ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘŜŀƳ-
mate Ondrej Fojtik in the General Classifications. 

With VIG+ Racing holding a firm grip on the top three places on G.C. and the nearest challenger, 
Nic Vermeulen of Belgium 11.03 behind the leader in fourth place - the position for the Czechs ap-
pears to be ideal. 

Until now the only question has been, who of the three Czechs - Fojtik, Trunschka and Horak will 
lead the Team VIG+ in its quest for ultimate glory in Cape Tribulation? 

This evening, as the sporting gestures continued to flow, that question was answered. 

At a meeting of the VIG+ team under the shady trees of the Chillagoe campground, the sporting 
Czechs decided to dedicate their team efforts to producing an overall victory for Fojtik, the man 
who built the reputation of the Crocodile Trophy in the Czech Republic. 

 

Hertsens and Horak 



 

A veteran of two Crocodile Trophy campaigns in 2004 and 2007, 
Fojtik came to Australia alone and unable to speak the language 
on his first visit.  He was confronted with the most brutal condi-
tions the Crocodile Trophy ever experienced in some of the most 
remote country on the planet. He rode away with second place - 
not to mention the respect of all involved in the race. 

A popular figure at The Trophy, Fojtik backed up at his second 
attempt last year to finish second again.  Now, his great dream is 
just six days and six million corrugations away and will take every 
ounce of strength he can produce.  

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΣέ CƻƧǘƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ƛŦ L ŀƳ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦέ 

Comparing the scenario now to his previous experiences there 
are obvious differences. 

άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōƛƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǘŜŀƳΦέ 

As for Vermeulen, the Belgian has retained the enthusiasm with which he entered the race, despite 
needing a run of back luck for the Czechs to give himself any chance of standing on the final podium.  

The Team Lingier cyclist tried again to attack today, but 
such efforts have been fruitless so far against the all-
powerful Czechs. 

άCƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ƳŜΣέ ±ŜǊƳŜǳƭŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǎǘΣ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 
ŦƻǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ hΩƪΦ 

Fifth placed Australian Craig Gordon is also urgently searching for solutions to the Czech dilemma.  

The World 24 Hour solo champion from 2006 has been dealing with intestinal issues in recent days 

and without the benefit of a team to support him, can do little to offset the tactics of the Czechs. 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ-race, although we did have the sand section, but the Czechs were so 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣέ DƻǊŘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

The Australian, who is meticulous about preparation,  has been busy consulting his medical team 

and hopes to resolve one of the key issues that plagues riders at the Crocodile Trophy - hydration 

and electrolyte replenishment. 

άLΩǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛȄƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƭȅǘŜ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ǘƻƻ 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ƎŀǎǘǊƻέ DƻǊŘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

Martin Horakτone of the Czech 

weapons 

Belgian Eric Vanderaerden in termite country 


