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A hard fought stage win by Tomas Trunschka - his second in three days, ably supported by overall 
race leader Ondrej Fojtik, solidified the winning position for Czech team VIG+ racing today at the 
нллу /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ bƻǊǘƘΦ 

The brutal 122 kilometre mountain stage 3 from the World Heritage rainforest of Koombooloomba 
Dam to the outback cattle station at Gunnawarra Lagoon took in the greatest variety of terrain and 
surface conditions likely to be seen at any bike race on the planet.   

The attrition rate was understandably high as the protagonists of the Crocodile Trophy fought the 
elements and their internal demons, with many riders coming to an abrupt realisation of what Aus-
ǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻǳǘōŀŎƪ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ Φ 

As expected the Czechs attacked early as the peloton ventured out 
from Koombooloomba on a picturesque rainforest road and team 
±LDΩǎ aŀǊǘƛƴ IƻǊŀƪ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ 
bunch entered the famed powerline track, which has claimed many 
victims in this race. 

Horak was offered a little breathing space early as the remaining non-
Czeck contenders in the race, most notably Nic Vermeulen (Team 
Lingier, Belgium) and Australian solo entrant Craig Gordon kept a 
close eye on overall leader Ondrej Fojtik.  But with so many options at 
their disposal and four riders at the top of the general classification, 
the Czechs held the aces. 

The technical mountainous section of the powerline track was always 
ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΩǎ άƘŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǎǘŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǊƻŎƪȅ ŎƭƛƳōǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊπ
ing descents, that four riders were left in the hunt for the stage - 

Gordon, Vermeulen, Fojtik and Trunschka, who led on the road. 

A series of attacks followed on the dead straight red dirt road which headed to the outback cattle 
station at Gunnawarra Lagoon.  Gordon fought to stay in contention and Vermeulen gave it every-
thing as Fojtik and Trunschka took turns to launch themselves off the front. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǘΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƛŎŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣέ ±ŜǊƳŜǳƭŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ 
third at stage end admitted. 

άhƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ LΩƳ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ /ȊŜŎƘǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀπ
ƭƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦέ   

Gordon, whose form appears to be improving with each day also came close.  Had the stage fin-
ished at the end of the powerline track he would have been a podium contender, but with such a 
long run into the finish, it was never going to suit a pure mountainbiker. 

ά! ƘŀǊŘ ŘŀȅΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ L Ǝƻǘ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀŎŜ 
ǎŜǿƴ ǳǇΣέ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǎƻƭƻ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜŘŜŘΦ 

Tomas Trunscha 



ά¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ Ǝǳȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ΦΦ ±ŜǊȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΦ ά 

For the Czechs it was another case of mission accomplished as 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ άǿƻǊƭŘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ 
international event. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŀŎŜΣέ ¢ǊǳƴǎŎƘƪŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άL ŀƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΦέ 

¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅέ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘŜŀƳ ŎŀǇπ
tain for VIG+ racing, with three riders (at least) in contention for 
the overall result. 

άLǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ 
our target is to win this race and to have people in the first three 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣέ ¢ǊǳƴǎŎƘƪŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎǳȅǎΣ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ IƻǊŀƪ ŀƴŘ CƻƧǘƛƪΦέ 

The real story of stage three was typified by the claret-spattered 
bodies that made it to the finish line late in the day.  Both of the Americans in the race Tim Caulkins 
and Sean Noonan suffered almost unbearably due to flat tyres, fatigue and heat stress and Austrian 
Valentin Zeller also gave up due to mechanical failure. 

Lƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŦƻǳǊ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΣ bƻǊōŜǊǘ IŜƛƴȊ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
flight home. 

άL ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŘƻƴŜΣ LΩƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ L ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣέ IŜƛƴȊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

In better spirits is Dutchman Guido DeJong.  He was 
in contention for the masters division until a crash, 
followed by five flat tyres put an end to his race 
hopes.  Still, he fought on after the worst of bad 
days. 

άIŜƭƭ ȅŜŀƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘΣ ŦƛǾŜ Ŧƭŀǘǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǘǿƻ 
spare tyres and then waiting for other people to be 
kind to give me another tyre .. If they had one.   

άL Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǘȅǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ǝǳȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŀŎŜΣ  ƛǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘŜƴ ƪΩǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ƘŀŘ Ŧƭŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 

Another masters contender, Australia Reece Stevens also crashed heavily and fought on until the 
finish.  The Melbourne cyclist has severe bruising which may yet end his dream of finish the Croco-
dile Trophy - he along with many others is having a close eye kept on him by the race doctor. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ Ǌǳǘ ŀ ōƛǘΣέ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

άIŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜōŀǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ   

Survival on the powerline track 

Yet another flat tyre on the powerline track 


