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Czechs Cash In on Day of High Attrition

A hard fought stage win by Tomas Trunschkis second in three days, ably supported by over

race leader Ondrej Fojtik, solidified the winning position for Czech team VIG+ racing today & the
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The brutal 122 kilometre mountain stage 3 from the World Heritage rainforest of Koomboolgrmba
Dam to the outback cattle station at Gunnawarra Lagoon took in the greatest variety of terrajn and
surface conditions likely to be seen at any bike race on the planet.
The attrition rate was understandably high as the protagonists of the Crocodile Trophy fougit the
elements and their internal demons, with many riders coming to an abrupt realisation of wha Aus-
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As expected the Czechs attacked early as the peloton ventured gut
from Koombooloomba on a picturesque rainforest road and team
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bunch entered the famed powerline track, which has claimed mangy
victims in this race.
Horak was offered a little breathing space early as the remaining jhon
B Czeck contenders in the race, most notably Nic Vermeulen (Tearp
b Lingier, Belgium) and Australian solo entrant Craig Gordon kept 3
close eye on overall leader Ondrej Fojtik. But with so many optiops at
W their disposal and four riders at the top of the general classificatidn,
£ the Czechs held the aces.
The technical mountainous section of the powerline track was alvjays
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Tomas Trunscha ing descents, that four riders were left in the hunt for the stage
Gordon, Vermeulen, Fojtik and Trunschka, who led on the road.
A series of attacks followed on the dead straight red dirt road which headed to the outback dattle
station at Gunnawarra Lagoon. Gordon fought to stay in contention and Vermeulen gave it gvery-
thing as Fojtik and Trunschka took turns to launch themselves off the front.
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third at stage end admitted.
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Gordon, whose form appears to be improving with each day also came close. Had the stag
ished at the end of the powerline track he would have been a podium contender, but with su
long run into the finish, it was never going to suit a pure mountainbiker.
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For the Czechs it was another case of mission accomplisheCpaa
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international event.
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tain for VIG+ racing, with three riders (at least) in contention =
the overall result.
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our target is to win this race and to have people in the first t
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The real story of stage three was typified by the clattered
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bodies that made it to the finish line late in the day. Both of the Americans in the race Tim Cqulkins

and Sean Noonan suffered almost unbearably due to flat tyres, fatigue and heat stress and A
Valentin Zeller also gave up due to mechanical failure.
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flight home.
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In better spirits is Dutchman Guido DeJong. He Wyas

in contention for the masters division until a crash
followed by five flat tyres put an end to his race
hopes. Still, he fought on after the worst of bad
days.

Gl Stf eSIKX GKS ¢g2NRARGZ
spare tyres and then waiting for other people to b
kind to give me another tyre .. If they had one.
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Yet another flat tyre on the powerline track NI OS> Al UKSy g5yl LIN
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Another masters contender, Australia Reece Stevens also crashed heavily and fought on unt
finish. The Melbourne cyclist has severe bruising which may yet end his dream of finish the (
dile Trophy- he along with many others is having a close eye kept on him by the race doctor.
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