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¢ƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ /ȊŜŎƘ Ŏȅƭƛǎǘ hƴŘǊŜƧ CƻƧǘƛƪ ς to win the Crocodile Trophy - is now clearly within 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ άvǳŜŜƴ {ǘŀƎŜέ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ hǳǘōŀŎƪ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎΣ ŀ мпн ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 
from the spiritual Quinkan Country of Laura, to the historical coastal port of Cooktown in Tropical 
North Queensland. 

CƻƧǘƛƪ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ /ƻƻƪǘƻǿƴΩǎ DǊŀǎǎȅ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ /ǊŀƛƎ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ  a day 
ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ŘǊŀƳŀΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ƘƛƭƭǘƻǇ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎΦ 

Gordon managed to join Fojtik twenty kilometres from the finish of 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōǊŜŀƪŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ .Ŝƭπ
gian Nic Vermeulen was about to be reeled in. 

!ǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ CƻƧǘƛƪΩǎ /ȊŜŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ-mates decided to relax,  leaving it to 
a fresher Gordon and a tiring Fojtik to fight it out for the stage win.  

A shattered Vermeulen, who did more than his share of the work to 
make the long distance breakaway succeed,  had nothing left to give 
in the final kilometres and struggled, dejected, to the stage finish in 
sixth place.  

The scenario proved beneficial to both Fojtik and Gordon. Fojtik ex-
tended his G.C. lead over second-placed team-mate Martin Horak to 
more than five minutes and Gordon, the former World 24 Hour solo 
/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΣ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾƛǘŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΩǎ 
most sought after stage  victory. 

 άhƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǾŜǊȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƭǳŎƪȅΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ /ȊŜŎƘ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ŀ 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΣέ DƻǊŘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǎǘƛŎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ŜǘƘƛπ
cal stage win. 

άL ŘƛŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ Ǝǳȅǎ ŘƛŘΦ 

Embroiled in what appeared to be a heated contest for the general classification with his renegade 
team-mate Martin Horak, who attacked repeatedly today in a desperate attempt to steal the race 
lead, Fojtik proved he was the stronger man ς and the one most worthy from the expansive stable 
ƻŦ ±LDҌ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎΣ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƧŜǊǎŜȅΦ 

As he peered south from atop Grassy Hill, the same place British navigator James Cook surveyed a 
passage through the Great Barrier Reef for his stricken ship, The Endeavour, in 1770,  Fojtik could 
almost see his ultimate prize on the far horizon. 

άL ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ CƻƧǘƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

 

Craig Gordon celebrates 



 

 άL ƘƻǇŜ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣέ CƻƧǘƛƪ 
said. 

As soon as he reached the race campsite post-stage, an excited Fo-
jtik phoned his wife in the Czech Republic, who is due to give birth 
to their first child in January. 

With the G.C. lead at more than five minutes, even the best attack-
ƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŜƎŀŘŜ IƻǊŀƪ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇŜƎ 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƛƴǘǊŜŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ CƻƧǘƛƪ 
won in 2007. 

As per the tradition of the Crocodile Trophy, the General Classifica-
tion for riders will be decided at the end of stage nine. On the final 
day, the protagonists ride together into Cape Tribulation on a stage 
that is not timed, but ends in a sprint finish on a rainforest fringed 
beach. 

LŦ CƻƧǘƛƪ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ hǳǘōŀŎƪ 
Classic. 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ōƛƎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅΣέ CƻƧǘƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά!ƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜΦέ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŀŎŜΣ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ YŀǊŜƴ {ǘŜǳǊǎ όwŀŎŜ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ {ǘŀǊǎύ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Crocodile Trophy so-ŦŀǊ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Wƻ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ όaŜǊƛŘŀ CƭƛƎƘǘ 
Centre), but give herself what looks to be a winning margin.  Steurs reached the top of Grassy Hill 
almost twenty minutes in front of Bennett, giving herself the race lead by a staggering margin of 
more than fifteen minutes. 

Steurs made her move when the race reached the rolling hills of Lakefield National Park, and ably 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇƻǎǎŜ ƻŦ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴǎΣ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aŜǊƛŘŀ CƭƛƎƘǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ 
hopes of winning the Crocodile Trophy for women. 

 L ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΣέ {ǘŜǳǊǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ƙƛƭƭȅ ȅŜŀƘΣ ǎƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
then we go, and we go, and we go and we have 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ 

 

ά²Ŝ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛŦ L Ŏŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘΦέ 

Physically spent, but still holding it together 
ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎΣ 
but re mained measured with her words. 

 

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΣέ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ 

Ondrej Fojtik on Grassy Hill 

The Merida Flight Centre Team  at a water crossing 


