Czech Six-Pack as Crocodile Trophy Reaches Mount Mulgrave

The Czech Republic made it a six-pack of stage victories at Australia’s Crocodile Trophy today as VIG+ Racing’s Kejval Lubos delivered on the promise he showed during yesterday’s stage at Chillagoe.

This time there was no blowing up at the death as Lubos and breakaway partner Tomas Kozak made it another “Czech-one-two” when the race reached Mount Mulgrave Station. 

The pancake flat parcours along the dusty dirt roads of outback Tropical North Queensland perfectly suited the Czech strongman, who had always been singled out for a tilt at this stage – which in years past has been won by big-gear grinders.

 “Yes, today I am very happy that everything went to plan,” Lubos said.

“Yesterday I was supposed to be the winner, but I could not finish the job.

“Today I felt very strong and I worked well together with my countryman Tomas Kozak.”

The Czech pair broke away in the early kilometres of today’s stage and with the group of G.C. leader Ondrej Fojtik taking a measured approach, given the two toughest stages are yet to come, the move was always destined to succeed.

In the end there was no change to the G.C. positions.

“Everyone was just watching each other,” Australia’s fifth placed rider Craig Gordon said of the tactical battle in the G.C. group.

“The Belgian in fourth place (Nic Vermeulen) attacked a couple of times, but the Czechs just reeled him in.”

Race leader Ondrej Fojtik and his team-mates Tomas Trunschka and Martin Horak – who occupy the top three positions on G.C. are sure to be saving their best for the next two stages, Mount Mulgrave-Laura and Laura-Cooktown.

Merida-Flight Centre’s Tim Bennett, making one important observation.

“Ondrej knows what’s ahead of him, that’s why he’s not going too hard,” Bennett said.

In the women’s event, G.C. rivals Jo Bennett of Australia’s Merida Flight Centre Team and Karen Steurs of Belgian team Ride For The Stars rolled into Mount Mulgrave together.

Bennett is holding onto the race lead by more than one minute, but will have to survive two incredibly hard days as the race heads towards Laura and Cooktown.

“I felt a lot better today,” Bennett said.

“I guess I can admit it now that I blew up yesterday.

“I recovered really well overnight and hopefully I can recover well again tonight.”

